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with the Great Exhibition of 1851, has been more or less
adopted throughout the country, but not to an extent
which would have satisfied the eye of the gifted land-
scape-gardener: "The introduction of vases even of a
rustic character into cottage gardens will by many be
considered a startling proposition; but we can conceive
nothing which would so alter the appearance of a cottage
front, or that would tend to give so elevated a character and
so attractive an appearance, as a rustic vase, ... if judi-
ciously filled with pelargoniums, fuchsias, or-roses, in the
centre, and surrounded by plants of a drooping habit,
allowed to hang over the sides/' Now this idea suggests
to the mind a myriad ways in which rustic vases may
be fashioned at little cost by any one who has acquired
the happy knack of handling ordinary carpenters' tools;
and indeed we have frequently constructed such garden
ornaments in the course of an hour or two, which were
afterwards filled with good potting mould, over a layer of
broken potsherds, and the vases furnished with plants
appropriately grouped, presenting a very pleasing relief to
other objects in the flower-garden. The following rough
sketches will give an idea of the simplicity and ease
with which rustic vases may be made by the amateur
gardener.

Fig. 1 represents a small butter-tub, perforated at its
bottom by several holes, and secured to a forked-branch of
a tree, inserted so as to form a strong yet graceful support.
The part of the branch upon which the tub rests is cut
evenly, so that the vessel may stand perfectly upright, and
this may be secured to the support by means of three, 2-inch
screws. In the first instance, it is well to fix the prongs
of the branch, which should be of sufficient length for the